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CORRESPONDENCE 
This department welcomes comments on the contents or policy 
of HM, corrections of errors in the literature, questions and 
discussion of previously published questions, brief notices of 
historical discoveries, and other communications of interest 
to the history of mathematics community. 
A COMMENT ON C. V. JONES' 
REVIEW OF THE NEW ELEMENTS -- 
By Carolyn Eisele, 
Hunter College, New York 10021 
The August, 1977 issue of Historia Mathematics carries a 
review of volume 1 of The New Elements of Mathematics by Charles 
S. peirce as edited by me. Several observations are made 
therein that I believe require further explanation. 
Practically all readers of The New Elements, including 
myself, realize how helpful it would be to have a reliable 
dating of all Peircean manuscripts published therein. However 
it is not generally known that a comprehensive chronological 
edition of all of Peirce's writings is now being prepared with 
the blessings of NSF and NEH at IUPUI under the direction of Max 
Fisch as General Editor. It will take some ten years to 
produce. Many manuscripts, bearing dates assigned by scholars 
in the past are necessarily being redated. Professor Fisch is 
the authority in this matter. At the moment the reader of 
The New Elements is being referred to The Annotated Catalogue of 
the papers of Charles S. Peirce by Richard S. Robin where 
inaccurate dating, I hope, will prove to be at a minimum. 
Again, a criticism is made in footnote 4 of the review of 
the order of materials on p. 34-42. This highlights a certain 
confusion in the use of presently available materials. The 
editor used original materials at Harvard University and created 
order that satisfied her in loose pages, from internal evidence. 
The reviewer used a microfilm edition prepared in 1963 in 
which such ordering was subject to different criteria. Ordering 
then becomes subject to personal guidelines and cannot be 
considered a measure of accuracy. 
Incidentally a new microfilm edition of the Peirce manuscripts 
at Houghton Library was made recently for the work of the 
Peirce Edition Project. Xerox prints of this now official 
record are to be found at three university centers only. There 
is a Microfische Collection of Peirce's published papers availa- 
ble from Johnson Associates, Inc. And now the massive Bibli- 
ography of writings by Peirce and about Peirce is also to be 
had from Johnson Associates. 
Thank you for permitting me to update available information 
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regarding the American genius whom C. P. Snow considered as one 
of the "two native Americans of greatest genius". "I think," 
he wrote, "they would both be 19th-century figures--Willard 
Gibbs and the philosopher C. S. Peirce." 
AN ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
By S. Glushkov, 
Daugavpils Pedagogical Institute, USSR 
In connection with my article on Vi&te in HM 4 (1977), 127- 
136, I would like to underline more definitely that it was 
Professor Isabella Grigorievna Bashmakova who inspired me with 
the idea of investigating not only Vibte's works as' a whole but 
also of Propositions 46-51 of "Notae priores" in connection with 
operations on complex numbers, and it was she who first put 
forward the term "calculus of triangles". 
CORRECTION 
By Hubert Kennedy, 
Providence College, R.I. 02918 
On page 305 of my article "Karl Marx and the foundations of 
differential calculus" [HM 41, I pointed out what I thought was 
an error in the Russian translation of Marx' mathematical 
manuscripts. I was mistaken; the translation is in fact correct. 
My apologies to the Russian translator! 
************ 
THANKS 
The following colleagues have assisted the editor by 
refereeing related to Volume 4. The editor gives heartfelt 
thanks and asks to be reminded of omissions. There is no space 
here to thank those who have given advice on other matters. 
A. D. Biderman, Louis Charbonneau, Bruce Collier, Stillman 
Drake, Churchill Eisenhart, H. Goldstine, C. Jongsma, D. Kahn, 
L. Y. Lam, William Magnus, G. Moore, David Pingree, Brian Randell, 
Martin Schechter, D. J. Struik, Warren Van Egmond, Kurt Vogel, 
Derek T. Whiteside, Gerald Whitrow and H. Zassenhaus. 
